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Introduction
Even Swindon believes in the value that homework provides in consolidating and enhancing
the learning opportunities of all children.
Homework at Even Swindon will consolidate and reinforce the classroom learning and allow
children to practise skills taught in lessons. It will help pupils to develop the skills of an
independent learner, an essential skill needed to support them in their learning, especially so
when they move onto secondary school. Homework facilitates cooperation between home
and school in supporting each child’s learning.
Children are given a ‘Pick and Mix’ style homework sheet linked to each topic. All homework
is designed to reinforce the children’s learning in class. Children have a choice of English,
Maths and Topic homework. Each activity is point graded (from 1 to 3 points), dependent on
complexity of the task and the time the activity will take. At the end of the topic, the class
teacher collects the points and homework certificates are handed out to children. Children
can get Bronze, Silver or Gold Homework certificates depending on the number of points the
child has collected.
Alongside the ‘Pick and Mix’ homework, children are expected to read every night, complete
spellings. Children also have Times Table Rock Star, Spelling Shed and other app education
games they can play at any time.

Parents have a vital role to play in their child's education, and homework is an important part
of this process. We ask parents to encourage their child to complete the homework tasks that
are set. We invite them to help guide their children as and when they feel it to be necessary.




The school will ensure relevant and timely homework is set.
Parents/guardians are asked to ensure their child's homework is completed on time.
Parents/guardians are asked to ensure their child has the means and opportunity to
undertake any homework set.

The level of support required from home will likely change throughout a pupil’s time at
school, as children may need greater support when they first begin school but this will
gradually reduce as they develop the skills for independent learning.

The time allocated for homework (see table below) has been suggested using previously set
Government Guidelines. Some variations to the amount of homework time and/or task
allocation may occur during the course of the year however, as the children progress and
other factors are taken into consideration. The termly Pick and Mix homework, as well as a
termly spellings list, will be sent out at the start of each topic and published on our school
website. Homework should be shared with the adults in the class by the Wednesday. If this is
in a book, the book will be handed back on Friday.
Year Group

Reception

Years 1 & 2

Years 3 & 4

Years 5 & 6

Timing
Reading 3-4 times a
week for 10 mins.
Daily practice of sounds
A minimum of 15 mins
spent on other activities
weekly (from Term 3)
Reading 3-4 times a
week for 10 mins.
Daily practice of spellings
A minimum of 30 mins
spent on Pick and Mix
activities weekly.
Reading 3-4 times a
week for 15 mins.
Daily practise of spellings
A minimum of 45 mins
spent on Pick and Mix
activities weekly.

Homework tasks
Reading and sounds as of first
term
Other homework to start in Term
3, varying in activity and to last
15-20 minutes.
The Pick and Mix style
homework will be set termly and
allows children to choose one or
more activities to be completed
weekly. This is to ensure enough
time and effort is spent on their
learning at home.
The areas of the curriculum will
be varied and the activities will
mostly be used to consolidate
learning.

The Pick and Mix homework
also gives details of the points
Reading 3-4 times a
system where different points
week for 20 mins.
are allocated to different tasks.
Daily practise of spellings
Children can achieve bronze,
A minimum of 45 mins silver or gold certificates for the
1hr spent on Pick and Mix
homework that they have
activities weekly.
handed in to their teacher.
See Appendices for examples.

Holiday homework will only be set for longer holiday periods but not for Christmas holidays.
Reading is expected to be continued throughout all holidays.

After school homework clubs are arranged as and when the need arises for pupils in Upper
Key Stage 2. This is to support pupils with the timely completion of their homework,
particularly in preparation for secondary school. Any pupils who do not complete their
homework at home will be expected to complete it within school hours.

3.

Dyslexia Friendly

Even Swindon is a Dyslexia Friendly School. We provide a variety of teaching strategies and
resources to support pupils with specific literacy difficulties, which benefit all children.
Teachers understand that all children learn differently and as such provide a range of
homework activities that can be completed and submitted in alternative ways, for example; a
list in bullet points, mind maps, PowerPoint presentations, storyboards or pictures, oral
presentations to the class. This gives children and parents the opportunity to choose
activities that suit their individual learning styles or specific needs.

4.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Support





Homework is initially monitored by class teachers.
If a child consistently does not complete their homework, the class teacher will follow
this up with parents/guardians.
Parents are encouraged to raise any questions they have with the class teachers.
The Head teacher and SLT will regularly review the effectiveness of homework and
brief the Curriculum Committee of the Governing Body when necessary.

Appendices

